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Map 2.2  Texas Secession Vote, 1861
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Source: Annals of the Association of American Geographers, “Vote on Secession, 1861,” www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/atlas_texas/texas _vote_secession_1861.jpg 
(accessed September 25, 2012). 

Texas voted against secession. The Central Texas frontier relied on protection from the 
U.S. Army, and the ethnic German population there opposed slavery, making secession 
less popular. Secession was also unpopular in North Texas, where slavery was virtu-
ally absent.27 Nonetheless, on February 23, 1861, Texas voted to secede and joined the 
Confederate States of America.

Secession and the Confederacy: The Constitution of 1861

Joining the Confederacy meant that a new constitution was needed. However, 
the 1861 Confederate constitution was primarily a revised version of the 1845 
statehood constitution, replacing references to the United States with references 


